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Preface

The papers in this volume are a selection from a Conference on the Socio-demographic
impact of AIDS in Africa held in Durban, South Africa, 3-6 February, 1997. The conference
was organized by members of the IUSSP Committee on AIDS: Basia Zaba (Chair), Kofi
Awusabo-Asare, Ties Boerma, Michel Carael, Hans Oluf Hansen, Martina Morris and
Ancholee Singhanetra-Renard, in collaboration with Eleanor Preston-Whyte and Alan
Whiteside from the University of Natal. This publication was made possible by a grant from
UNAIDS, and there will be a sister publication of materials pertaining specifically to South
Africa, financed by the South African Department of Health.

In addition, a number of organizations contributed financially to the running of the
conference - these included Abbott Laboratories, African Life Assurance, Afrox, AIDSCAP
(South Africa), Anglo American and De Beers Chairman's Fund Educational Trust, Argus
South Africa Community Projects, Arrow Africa, Bayer, Cyanamid, Development Bank of
Southern Africa, First National Bank, Highveld Steel, Illovo Sugar Ltd., JCI, Manta Medical,
McCarthy Retail Ltd., Metropolitan Life, Nedcor Community Development Fund, Old
Mutual, Overseas Development Administration, Sandoz Products, SARA Project, Swiss
Reinsurance Southern Africa, UNAIDS, UNFPA, USAID and Warner Lambert.

During the conference the committee members and our colleagues from the University of
Natal were assisted by various individuals who chaired sessions, acted as discussants and
rapporteurs, and provided editorial advice. For this our thanks go to Jack Caldwell, Manuel
Carballo, Yasmin Dada, Chimere Dan, Bruce Edwards, Simon Gregson, Bill Lyerly,
Elizabeth Pisani, Ian Timaeus, Liz Thomas and Tom Zhuwau. Particular thanks go to Lieve
Fransen for her opening address. The administrative work was very ably performed by John
Devlin, Madeline Freeman and Debbie Jack. For the copy editing and preparation of this
volume we must thank our colleagues at Health Transition Review: Wendy Cosford, Jeff
Marck, Vera Joveska and Pat Goodall.
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